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Lowest positivity rate of Covid reported since March 9  

Ikram Junaidi Published May 28, 2021 

ISLAMABAD: While coronavirus continues to infect masses across the country, Pakistan has 

reported the lowest positivity rate since March 9. 

According to the data issued by the National Command and Operation Centre (NCOC) on 

Thursday, 2,726 cases and 75 deaths were reported in a single day. As many as 502 patients were on 

ventilators and the number of active cases was 59,018 as of May 27. Moreover, 4,496 patients were 

admitted to hospitals across the country. 

The data shows that the lowest positivity rate i.e. 4.34 per cent was reported since March 9. On 

March 8, the positivity rate was 4.26pc but then it gradually started increasing and reached 11.63pc 

on April 20. Then again positivity rate started declining and on May 22 it was reported lower than 

5pc. 

According to a tweet of the NCOC, 6.4 million doses of vaccine have been administered to people 

till date. It said that 294,364 doses were administered across the country on May 26 and overall 

administered vaccines were 6,424,873. 

Meanwhile, according to a study, published in a US medical journal, vaccines from China’s 

company Sinopharm have successfully curbed spread of Covid-19. It was the first time that the 

details of late-stage trial of a Chinese shot have appeared in the scientific journal. Two inactivated 

vaccines, developed by Sinopharm, prevented symptomatic infections by 72.8pc and 78.1pc, largely 

in line with what the company has previously announced. The findings were reported in the May 26 

issue of the Journal of the American Medical Association. 

The study included 40,832 volunteers from across the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Jordan and 

Egypt. They were equally divided into three groups and received either two doses of the vaccines 

with three-week interval or a placebo. Two weeks after the second shot, infections developed in 26 

people given the vaccine known as WIV04, 21 of those given the vaccine known as HBO2 and 95 

given a placebo shot. None of the volunteers given an active vaccine developed severe disease, 

compared with two of those given placebo. 

A fake letter has been circulating on social media, claiming that the Pakistan Air Force (PAF) has 

directed its staff not to receive AstraZeneca vaccine. 

When contacted, the PAF’s Directorate of Public Relations termed it a fake letter. 
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Viral diseases in chicken 

The Pakistan Medical Association (PMA), the representative body of doctors, has expressed 

concern over reports on viral diseases in chicken/poultry. 

“Pakistan Poultry Association has also recently confirmed these reports and claimed that farmers 

are facing poultry deaths massively due to these viral diseases. According to the association the 

poultry death rate is so high that many farmers have shut down their business. This shows that the 

diseases have widely spread in chicken and in the circumstances it is obvious that unhealthy chicken 

is being sold in the market. Unfortunately, there are reports in the media that some ravenous people 

are selling even dead chicken to their particular customers on the cheaper rates,” a statement issued 

by the PMA said. 

“Black sheep in the market are playing with the health and lives of the innocent people mercilessly. 

The black sheep involved in this heinous crime should be dealt firmly and punished according to the 

law. PMA also requests all the provincial governments to activate their respective food departments 

because it is their failure that people are eating rotten and infected chicken,” PMA Secretary 

General Dr Qaisar Sajjad said in the statement. 

“In the present situation we advise public to buy healthy and active chicken and get it slaughtered in 

your presence, do not buy stale chicken in any way,” he said. 

Published in Dawn, May 28th, 2021 
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Govt urged not to allow sale of diseased poultry in market  

Faiza Ilyas Published May 28, 2021 

 
Birds seen at a poultry farm in this file photo.—White Star 

KARACHI: Amid concerns over reports of widespread mortalities at poultry farms across 
the country due to a disease outbreak, health experts on Thursday called upon the 
government to activate its food regulatory bodies and ensure that poultry meat of diseased 
animals wasn’t sold in the market. 

“The reports regarding viral diseases in chicken have been circulating in a section of the 
media for quite some time. These reports are also confirmed by the Pakistan Poultry 
Association (PPA), which stated that there have been poultry mortalities that even forced 
some farmers to shut their farms,” stated the Pakistan Medical Association. 

It urged provincial governments to activate their respective food departments so that 
supplies of hygienic meat could be ensured to the general public and take action against 
those playing with the lives and health of innocent people. 

“It seems diseases have widely spread in poultry farms and apparently unhealthy chicken 

is being sold in the market. Unfortunately, there are reports in the media that some 

shopkeepers are even selling dead chicken to customers at cheaper rates. The 

government must take action and punish them according to the law,” it said. 

‘There are reports that some shopkeepers are selling dead chicken to customers at cheaper rates’ 
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Meanwhile, the PPA clarified that the disease outbreak at poultry farms was caused by 
Newcastle disease — a highly contagious viral disease affecting poultry of all ages. 

“It’s only Newcastle disease and no other disease. The animal losses were up to 25 to 30 
per cent but our recent survey shows that the situation has improved and these losses 
have been reduced to 15 to 20 per cent,” said Abdul Maroof Siddiqui of PPA. 

The disease, he said, was an infection of domestic poultry and a worldwide problem. 

“The important thing is it’s not transmitted to humans through poultry meat. It’s a disease 
which comes almost every year but losses are generally not more than five to six per cent,” 
he said, adding that poultry farm practices had improved significantly over the years and 
the majority of farmers had shifted from open-shed farming to controlled-shed farming. 

“While many farmers have their own laboratories and do their job scientifically, the need for 
government support remains. It’s important that the government set up laboratories at 
district level and devise a system in which a disease is diagnosed and contained 
immediately.” 

He was of the opinion that infected migratory birds brought the disease to Pakistan. “You 
can’t stop birds’ movement and since it’s a viral disease it spreads rapidly if a few poultry 
birds get infected. It can only be prevented through vaccination.” 

The major reason behind high poultry prices, he pointed out, was also the disease 
outbreak which caused an acute shortage of supplies. 

“Also, many farmers have been in losses for over two years due to difference in production 
cost and the market price they were getting,” he said. 

The disease is presented primarily as an acute respiratory disease, but depression, 
nervous manifestations, or diarrhoea may be the predominant clinical form. Severity 
depends on the virulence of the infecting virus and host susceptibility. 

Published in Dawn, May 28th, 2021 
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 صحت مند مرغی سامنے ذبح کراکر گوشت خریدیں
May 28, 2021  

پاکستان میڈیکل ایسوسی ایشن نے وائر ل بیماریوں کے باعث مرغیوں کی اموات  (نیوز رپورٹر)کراچی 

کے بعد پیدا ہونیوالی صورتحال مینعوام کو مشورہ دیا ہے کہ وہ صحت مند مرغی کو اپنے سامنے ذبح 

کروا کر گوشت خریدیناور  پہلے سے تیار شدہ گوشت کسی بھی صورت مینمت خریدیں ۔ پاکستان میڈیکل 

ایسوسی ایشن سینٹر کے سیکریٹری جنرل ڈاکٹر ایس ایم قیصر سجاد نے کہا کہ ہمیشہ عوام کی صحت 

کے مسائل پر ٓاواز اٹھائی ہے کیونکہ عوام کی صحت ہمارے لیے ہمیشہ سے ایک سنجیدہ مسئلہ ہے۔حال 

ہی میں پریس اور میڈیا میں مرغیوں میں پھیلنے والی وائرل بیماریوں سے متعلق رپورٹ سامنے ٓائی ہیں 

۔پی ایم اے نے کہا کہ بد قسمتی سے ایسی رپورٹس بھی میڈیا کے ذریعے سامنے ٓائی ہیں کہ کچھ ایسے 

بے حس اور اللچی لوگ اپنے مخصوص گاہکوں کو انتہائی کم قیمت پر مردہ مرغیوں کا گوشت بھی 

فروخت کر رہے ہیں ۔مارکیٹ میں موجود ایسی کالی بھیٹریں معصوم لوگوں کی صحت اور زندگیوں سے 

کھیل رہے ہیں ۔ اس گھنا ئونے جرم میں ملوث کالی بھیٹروں کے ساتھ سختی سے نمٹا جائے اور انہیں 

قانون کے مطابق سزائیں دلوائی جائیں۔ پی ایم اے تمام صوبائی حکومتوں سے گزارش کی ہے کہ وہ 

اپنے اپنے خوراک کے محکموں کو متحرک کریں کیونکہ اگر عوام بیمارمرغیوں کا گوشت کھا رہے ہیں 

تو یہ ان کی ناکامی ہے اور ان کی کارکردگی پر سوالیہ نشان ہے۔پی ایم اے کا کہنا تھا کہ پاکستان پولٹری 

ایسوسی ایشن نے کچھ دن پہلے ان رپورٹس کی تصدیق کرتے ہوئے کہا تھا کہ پولٹری فارمرکو ان وائرل 

بیماریوں کی وجہ سے مرغیوں کی کثیر تعداد میں اموات کے باعث بہت زیادہ نقصان کا سامنا کرنا پڑ 

رہا ہے ۔  ایسوسی ایشن کے مطابق مرغیوں کی شرح اموات اتنی زیادہ ہے کہ بہت سے فارمرز نے اپنا 

کاروبار بند کر دیا ہے ۔ ان رپورٹس سے پتہ چلتاہے کہ مرغیوں میں کس حد تک بیماریاں پھیل چکی ہیں 

  اور نتیجتاً مارکیٹ میں غیر صحت مند گوشت فروخت ہو رہا ہے ۔
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